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What are some good resources for learning about LGBTQ+ persons, 
issues they face, concerns of their community? I want to learn more. 
 
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/ 
The Trevor Project is the leading national organization providing crisis intervention and 
suicide prevention services to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer & questioning 
youth. There is a great resource section on their website. 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth-resources.htm 
Positive environments are important to help all youth thrive. However, the health needs 
of LGBT Youth can differ from their heterosexual peers. On this page, find resources 
from the CDC, other government agencies, and community organizations for LGBT 
Youth, their friends, educators, parents, and family members to support positive 
environments. 
 
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/explore/topic/lgbtq 
Links to books (fiction & nonfiction), films, blogs, podcasts. A very extensive site to 
explore. 
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Recommended Read: 
We’ve Been Here All Along 
R. Richard Wagner (2019) 
 
This has been read by a few of the O & A Committee members and is highly 
recommended. 
 
Wisconsin papers first covered the Oscar Wilde trials in 
London in 1895. This set the stage for Wisconsinites’ 
views on homosexuality. 

In the following years, many cases of sodomy were 
brought before the courts in Wisconsin. Senator Howard 
Teasdale, Republican from Sparta, became the chairman 
of the Wisconsin Vice Committee. 

Homosexuals who ended up in Waupun were usually 
convicted at a bench trial with no defense attorney and 
before only a judge. 

Many homosexual men found ways to blend into society. 
For instance, Edgar Hellum and Bob Neal founded 
Pendarvis in Mineral Point. Chester Hollway was a 
journalist and publisher. 

But of course not all went easily with the rise of Senator 
Joe McCarthy’s involvement in the Lavender Scare and 
his report of “Removal of Sexual Perverts from 
Government Employment”. Most tragically it influenced the 1962 Gay Purge at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. Realizing their participation in seeking a “cure” was not benefitting the 
students, the UW’s strong tradition of faculty governance ultimately helped shut it down. 

In this book the author draws on historical research from his own archives to uncover the hidden 
stories of gay Wisconsinites before the Gay Rights era. This book honors their legacy and 
confirms their part in the development of the state in its earliest days. 

I learned so much from this book. Parts made me very proud to be a Wisconsinite and others 
made me very sad.  

Barb Sprecher 

 

 

 



 

O & A Book Study: 

If you have been reading or have read, Raising Ryland, we will be having Zoom 
discussions on February 21, 2021 at 2:00pm and February 25, 2021 at 5pm.  

If you have not already contacted the church office with your email address, please do 
so as soon as possible so that links for the Zoom discussions can be sent out to you. 
Deadline for getting added to one of the Zoom discussions is February 17, 2021. 

 A short video on YouTube gives you an overview of Ryland’s story. 

 

  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcD5NOIalQo 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcD5NOIalQo


 
Thank you to those that participated in the Zoom Bible Studies that Pastor 
Bill conducted on the “clobber” scriptures. If you were not able to 
participate, you will have another chance this spring. Stay tuned to the 
Scoop or the DISH for updates on dates and times. 

 
 
Looking for a movie with an O & A theme? 
 
The O & A Committee has a couple of 
copies of the movie, “ The Times of Harvey 
Milk” (DVD), available to lend out. If you are 
interested in borrowing the movie, please 
contact the church. 
 

MOVIE INFO 

Operating from his camera store in San Francisco's Castro district, charismatic Harvey 
Milk is defeated three times before being elected to the city's Board of Supervisors, 
making him California's first openly gay public official. On the job he meets fellow 
supervisor Dan White, a homophobic ex-fireman with whom Milk develops a troubled 
working relationship. White grows increasingly disgruntled, resigns from his position and 
subsequently assassinates both Milk and Mayor George Moscone. 

Genre: 
Documentary 



 
 
 
 
A learning opportunity: 
 
The Opening & Affirming Coalition UCC is presenting an Online Event 
on March 4, 2021 at 6:00 pm on Facebook titled, "Gender and the 
Bible".  If you are interested in joining, you can go to their post on 
Facebook and follow directions to join in. 
 
 
Did you know?... 
More and more UCC congregations have voted to become O & A 
churches; currently, there are 1634 congregations in the country. 
 

 
 

 



 


